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In  the  petition,  dated  181*6,  to  the  Butler  County  Court  House  to  incorporate 
the  village  of  Saxonburg  into  a borough,  the  following  names  appears 


Ch.  Stuebgen 
¥.  Koch 
George  Vogeley 
William  Sommer  or  Sommor 
J.  E.  Muder 

E.  Maurhoff 
Wm.  Berner 
Ch.  Vogeley 

J.  Henrick  Peeder  (?) 

F . Laube 
John  Vogeley 
H.  Aderhold 

F.  Bahr 

J.  Roebling 

G.  Helmbold 
John  Weber 

F.  G.  Lensner 
Andrew  Frescher 
Wilhelm  Fritsche 
George  Graf 
John  Houser 

Charles  Fugenspeck  or  Fiegenspeck 

Samuel  Love 

George  Ch.  Smith  ^ 

Christian  Bowman ws**-  0 

John  A.  Schmith 

E.  A.  Helmbold 

Wm.  Lerner 

John  A.  Knoch 

A.  G.  Lamb 

Adam  F.  Bocer  (?) 

George  Dorr 
John  Dietrick 
Fredrick  Wickenhagen 


yuj! 


Frederick  Koeser  or  Kreser 
John  H.  Muder 
J.  Gerstner 
A.  Eisenhardt 
L.  Krauskrill 
Jacob  Hauser 
F.  A.  Ha f man 
C.  Warneke 
John  M.  Krumpi 
Wm.  Heckerf* 

Jos.  Reith 
E.  Herting 
A.  Bernigau 

H.  Stuebgen 
Adam  Ohl 

Adolphus  Stuebgen  -f  / 

Henrich  Lasiger  - 
Peter  Schmit 

Clamer  Adolp'-us  Schutte  or  Schulte 
Valentine  Hagel 
Charles  Wagner 
John  Knoch 

E.  Leithold 

Ernst  Frederick  Muder 
Christian  Rudert 
John  George  Findle 
J.  F.  Pollert 
A.  Nagler 

F.  Nagler 
Fred  Horn 
Frederick  A.  Kunz 
Wm.  Michael 
Joseph  Harthman 
Ralthaser  Uhrich 


August  11,  181*6,  the  Court  granted  the  request. 

The  above  signers  submitted  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  Butler  County  this  drawing 
when  they  petitioned  to  be  incorporated  into  the  Borough  of  Saxonburg,  Aug.  13,  181*6. 
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Roebling  early  settler  ' 

Historians  hear  of  Saxonhurg  lore 


AN  IN-DEPTH  review  of  the 
historical  development  of  Saxonburg 
Borough  was  presen  ed  at  a regular 
meeting  of  the  Alle  mv-Kiski  Valley 
Historical  Society,  nc.  Wednesday 
evening  in  the  Soc  :ty's  Tarentum 
museum. 

Eighty  members  and  guests  heard 
Mrs.  Arthur  L.  Gaylord  a life-long 
resident  of  Saxonburg,  speak  on  the 
community’s  founding. 

Among  her  exhibits  was  what  is 
believed  to  be  the  only  existing  pi^ce  of 
wire  rope  made  by  Saxonburg  founder 
Johan  Roebling,  which  was 
manufactured  in  his  plant.  The  wire 
rope  was  developed  to  replace  hemp 
rope  for  use  in  the  construction  of  early 
Pennsylvania  canals. 

Early  German  settlers,  according  to 
Mrs.  Gaylord,  accompanied  Roebling 
. from  Saxony  and  were  all  craftsmen 
interested  in  literature  and  music. 
Early  written  records  show  most 
settlers  could  play  one  or  more  musical 
instruments  and  musical  gatherings 
were  a regular  custom  of  the 
townspeople. 

MRS.  GAYLOARD  showed  a copy  of 
a petition  signed  by  early  residents  of 
Saxonburg  and  which  requested  the 
Butler  County  courts  to  change  the 
status  of  Saxonburg  from  a village  to  a 
, borough.  The  request  was  granted  Aug. 
13,  1846  — 16  years  after  the  193|. 
founding  of  the  settlement. 

The  first  ordinance  contained 
provisions  which  prohibited  horses, 
cows  and  pigs  from  running  free  in 
streets  and  banned  horse  racing  on 
borough  roadways. 

The  longest  continuing  business 
operation  in  the  borough  was  a general 
store  owned  and  founded  in  1833  by  Emi 
Maurhoff.  It  is  currently  operated  as 
a small  grocery  store  along  Main  Street 
by  Mrs  Norman  Maurhoff,  a great- 
granddaughter  of  another  original 
settler,  William  Schroth.  Her  late 
husband  was  a great-grandson  of  Emil. 

In  an  1850  catalog  issued  by  the 
store,  whiskey  sold  for  five  cents  per 
quart  and  dolls  could  be  purchased  for 
15  cents  each. 

JOHAN  CHRISTIAN  and  Adolphus 
Sfuebgen  were  the  town  locksmiths  and 


many  houses  in  the  borough  still  have 
the  original  door  locks. 

Another  display  exhibited  by  Mrs. 
Gaylord  included  several  photos  of  the 
original  16  log  homesites  in  the 
community. 

Roebling’s  home  was  the  first  large 
structure  in  the  town  and  still  stands. 
The  Ruderts,  with  whom  Roebling  first 
resided,  were  the  village  stonemasons 
and  also  constructed  the  second  largest 
building,  the  towns’s  first  church  in 
Main  Street. 

According  to  Mrs.  Gaylord,  early 
settlers  objected  to  the  strict  laws 
which  prevailed  in  German  settlements 
and  agreed  to  join  Roebling  in  his 
journey  to  establish  Saxonburg. 
Atlantic  Ocean  crossings  from  German 


ports  to  Philadelphia  took  about  Vk 
months. 

G.  Hembold  was  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  newcomers  to  Butler 
County  country  and  purchased  1,000  of 
Roebling’s  6,000  acres  in  the  village  and 
owned  and  operated  three  stores  in  the 
community  by  the  late  19th  century. 

Mrs. .Gaylord  said  John  Vogeley  had 
the  most  beautiful  home  in  Saxonburg 
and  the  first  hotel  in  the  community 
was  the  Aderholt,  where  dramas,  plays 
and  musicals  were  regular  attractions 
on  Saturday  evenings. 

THE  FIRST  snowmobile  ever  made 
is  claimed  by  borough  historians.  The 
vehicle  was  made  in  1908  and  carried 
the  No.  2 license  plate  issued  by  the 
county.  The  No.  1 plate  was  fixed  to  an 
old  locomobile  owned  by  borough 
settler  Dr.  Edward  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  DuChambre. 

Schroth  served  during  the  Civil  War 
but  was  returned  to  the  borough  to 
pursue  his  crafts  of  harness  and  bullet 
case  making. 

At  the  World's  Fair  in  Chicago  in 
1892,  Schroth  won  first  prize  for  his 
harness  exhibit.  He  and  his  wife 
founded  the  first  ice  cream  parlor  in 
the  borough  in  the  early  1890s.  Mrs. 
Gaylord  said  it  took  most  of  a week  to 
sell  the  first  gallon  and  the  new 
commodity  was  slow  to  catch  on.  But 
■ soon  the  thing  to  do  on  weekend’s  was 
enjoy  the  treat  on  a afternoon  visit  to 
the  store,  she  said. 

After  the  meeting  Mrs.  Ernest  J. 
Montgomery  of  Natrona  Heights  and  B. 
R.  Lindquist  of  Freeport  were  installed 
as  life  members  of  the  society. 

The  society’s  annual  dinner  will  be 
held  Wednesday,  March  27  in  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  Tarentum. 

An  early  Pennsylvania  folk  music 
exhibit  will  be  held  Wednesday,  Feb.  6 
at  8 p.m.  in  Western  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Society  hall  in  Oakland, 
Pittsburgh.  The  public  is  invited. 


Julia  Ann,  (No.  43)  married  Elva  E.  Bradley,  <#  Woodstock,  Vt.  in  1339. 

They  resided  in  Lebanon,  N.H.  up  to  1835,  when  they  came  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
where  I had  been  living  for  about  three  years,  bringing  with  than  taro  daughters 
Ilneline  and  Francis  Bradley,  my  mother  and  brother  Robert,  (then  about  16^ years 
old.)  Mother  lived  with  her  sons  and  daughter  until  her  death  in  1357,  she 
died  at  the  age  of  73  years.  Bradley  died  in  1837  and  in  1838  Julia  (No.  43) 
married  John  Otterson  of  Allegheny  Co . Pa . , to  whcme  were  born  three  sons ; 
one  died  young,  one  died  in  tie  army,  one  (Pobert)  was  killec  at  tie  battle 
of  Gettysburg)! , (iiis  motier  draws  a pension  from  tie  Government) . One  daughter 
Julia,  (No.  78)  married  John  Dyson  to  whom  were  bom  six  children,  five  sons 
living  (1892)  viz.  Frank  Jackman  Dyson,  Samuel  Chessman  Dyson,  John  Clark 
Dyson,  Otis  Young  Dyson,  Pobert  Otterson  Dyson.  Frances  Bradley  (No.  77) 
married  Otis  Young  and  non’  resides  in  Lorain,  Ohio.  She  lias  one  daughter,  Laura 
Young. 

Robert  McGraw  Chessman,  (No.  45)  was  bom  in  New  Hampshire  Jan.  19th, 

1820.  When  our  father  died  in  1826  he  was  then  about  six  years  of  age. . When 
he  was  about  taro  years  old  he  was  playing  with  a ball  in  our  kitchen  which  had 
a large  old  fashioned  fire  place,  and  at  that  time  contained  a large  quantity 
of  hot  coals,  tie  ball  with  which  he  was  playing  having  rolled  into  tiose  hot 
coals,  he  stooped  to  pick  up  tie  ball,  fell  forward  and  plunged  both  hands 
into  tie  buring  coals , he  took  hold  with  his  right  hand  of  tie  hot  dog-iron 
standing  in  the  fire  place,  his  right  hand  was  so  badly  burned  that  he  was 
never  able  to  open  it  and  it  was  a serious  annoyance  to  him  all  his  life.  Mien 
he  was  between  sevena  and  eight  years  of  age  he  went  to  live  with  John  Under- 
wood of  Litchfield,  N.  H.  (farmer)  but  on  account  of  tie  ill  usage  to  which  he 
was  subjected  sister  Julia  and  her  husband  succeed  in  getting  him  out  of  tie 
hands  of  Underwodd  and  giving  him  same  chance  for  a common  school  education. 

When  mother  and  the  Bradley  family  came  to  Pittsburgh  in  1835,  Robert 
came  with  them.  He  commenced  to  learn  to  cut  nails  witi  me  at  tie  Wayne  Iron 
Works  on  10th  Street,  Pittsburgh,  but  on  tie  stopping  of  tie  nail  mills  about 
Pittsburgh  in  1837,  he  went  to  the  vicinity  of  Harrisburgh,  Pa.  and  worked 
in  that  locality  for  about  one  year,  on  his  return  he  got  employment  in  H.  S. 

Spang  & Son’s  Iron  Works  at  Etna.  In  1838  he  married  Maria  Stewart  daughter 
of  David  and  Barbara  Miller  Stewart,  of  Stewarts  town  (now  Etna,  Pa.)  and  soon 
after  went  to  Fairview,  Indiana  Township,  Allegheny  Co.,  Pa.  and  opened  a store 
in  that  place  for  a short  time.  Selling  out  he  returned  to  Etna  and  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  business.  Seme  time  between  1835  and  1847  he  began  running 
an  omnibus  from.  Etna  to  Pittsburgh.  In  his  real  estate  deal  he  had  become  the 
owner  of  what  was  at  that  time  known  as  the  Blue  House  property  it  being  a 
large  fram  dwelling  house  built  by  General  Wilkins  as  early  as  1820,  (still 
standing  in  good  condition  1893)  and  sold  by  the  Wilkins  heirs  to  David  Ander-  ' 
son  seme  years  previous  to  1832.  The  blue  house  was  situated  at  the  forks  of 
the  old  Butler  pike  and  the  Sharpsburgh  road  with  several  acres  of  land. 

Robert  Chessman  sold  part  of  this  for  building  lots  and  traded  the  re- 
mainder for  a farm  near  Tallacava  in  1348.  He  moved  to  this  farm  in  1854. 

He  sold  his  omnibus  business  in  1857.  His  wife  Maria  died  that  year,  he  rented 
his  farm  and  returned  to  Etna.  In  1858,  he  married  Mary  Ross  Morton,  daughter 
of  John  and  Nancy  Morton,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  He  had  previous  to  this  time 
built  a brick  cottage  drolling  on  Bridge  street,  Etna,  in  which  he  resided  for 
seme  years  and  finally  built  the  fine  brick  residence  in  which  he  died  1889. 

In  1855  he  began  to  manufacture  brick  in  a drying  kiln  and  seme  times  con- 
tracted to  put  up  buildings  for  others;  among  the  buildings  erected  by  him  is 
the  fine  Public  School  building  on  Locust  street,  Etna,  Pa.  In  1863  he  was 
employed  as  Superint-ndent  of  Manchester  Passenger  Street  Railway  Company,  which 
position  he  held  for  about  three  years.  In  1866,  he  opened  a store  for  the  re- 
tailing of  general  merchandise  on  Bridge  St.  Etna 

During  his  life  he  built  quite  a number  of  dwellings  in  Etna  and  Sharpsburgh . 


Robert  Chessman  was  a man  possessed  of  sound  business  principles  and  strict 
integrity.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  accumulated  quite  a handsome  for- 
tune, amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  hundreds  of  thousands  af  dollars,  leaving 
his  widow  in  very  easy  financial  circumstances,  and  five  sons  to  perpetuate  his 
name,  who  are  among  the  prominent  men  of  high  standing  in  the  community  in  which 
they  live,  also  one  daughter  whose  social  position  is  among  those  of  prominent 
standing  in  the  ccximunity. 
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